We analyzed expression ofthe sopressin (AVP) gene in semithin sections in normal and Brattleboro rats by using in situ hybridization and immunohistochemistry. AVP mRNA was detected as follows: vibratome sections ofrat hypothalamus were hybridized with a biotinylated oligonucleotide probe, embedded in Araklite, and cut into semi-thin sections which were reacted with streptavidin-alkaline phosphatase and the appropriate substrate. Adjacent serial sections were treated by immunohistochemistry to detect AVP or oxytocin unmunoreactivity. In normal rat, AVP mRNA can be detected in magnocellular neurons of the supraoptic and paraventricular nudei and in parvocellular neurons of the suprachiasmatic nudeus.
Results

General Considerations
The 3' probe and the 10 biotin probe provided a specific and clear Gaithersburg, MD)as described in (10) . The second probe (kindly provided by CIS Bioindustrie)was biotinylated by incorporation of 10 biotin molecules. ISH was performed as described in detail in earlier studies (4, 9, 10 Literature Cited
